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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION E—

. S
25X1

1'
All types of MVD troops except th onal Troops were in
existence i in 1938. Operational
Troops were activated in 1944,
2.
no actual or
mplated changes in MVD troops. |
all the various types still existed as of June 1953.
3. | Note that in this renort ]

ldifferentiates clearly between guards
for special purposes, operational troops, and interior troops,
‘end states that all three, as well as the raillway tro
subordinate to co-equal main directorates of the MVD ..

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW,

Approved For Release 2009/08/11 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400050003-9



2 Approved For Release 2009/08/11 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400050003-9

SECRET ]

\ 1t was common to refer to all MVD Torces
except the Border Guard Troops as "Vnutrenniki® (“Interiors”),
’ -iégardleas of wWhether or not they were Intérjor Troops, Rail-
way Troqps, Convoy Troops, Operational Troops, or Guard
Troops for Special Objects. (Border Guard Troops wére called

"Pogranichniki".) | lall these troops were sub-
- ordinate .to co-equal m&in directorates of the MVD as of March
< o~ 1953, T | the collective mickname

"Vnutrenniki” might cause some confusion to the uninitiated
as to the preper subordination.

not definitéggghf both Interior Troops al
operational Troops were garrisoned throughout the USSR. ‘
~ |both were mostly stationed in border areas and _

were not concentrated in specific areas for instant use.

. /both were at all times 1n a high state of readl-
. ‘nesd‘fé‘ﬁéﬁi’with any emergency. ,

::]Interior Troops were stationed mostly in the

‘Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian, and Moldavian SSR's, in the

. ‘Transcarpathian Ukraine (the area around Mukchevo /N48-26,

© E 22-43/ and Uzhgorod 48-.38, E 22-16/), in or near tne
.Andustrial centers such as Moscow, LeniIngrad, Kiev, Kharkov,
Sverdlovsk, Magnitogorsk, Karaganda 49-50, B 73-10/ and

. the Donbas, the area around Stalino 48-00, E 36-50/, and
near various other industrial centers and 1arge airf

elds] |

/no specific locations of Interior Troops.

Operﬁtienal Troops were statloned in Moscow
and iIn the Moldavian, Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian, Westerm
Ukralinian, and Western Belorussian SSR's.

The

The 1st Separate Mosc 11fle Div. of
. pecial Commitment was stationed in Moscow.

‘2nd and fith Divisions were in Vilna ﬁﬁ 54-20, E 25-02/ and
Shaul -58 22~

.1t was extremely difficult to define the
exact scope of duties of Operational Troops and Interior
" Troops. Their primary duty was the same, namely to eliminate
subversive elements engaged in anti-state activities such
as possible revolts. | | the
+ ° _ Interlor Troops were used mostly to guard airfields and Party
and government bulldings and to suppress any potential strikes
‘in . large factories, while Operational Troops were used for
riot control, combatting "bandits" (the name given to ethnic
partisan groups trying to secede from the USSR, such as the
. Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and Moldavians), ‘and resettling
. dissident groups.

\ \1n any large-scale disorders all
"MVD troops in the immediate area would be utilized to suppress
the disorder, regardless of the particular branch of the

. avallable troops.
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‘VDKHR (Voyska Okhrana - Guard Troops)
was mérely an abbreviation for Guard Troops for Special’
Objects (Voyska Po Okhrany Osobykh Ob'ektov) or Very Important
Purposes (Osobo Vazhnykh Ob'ektov). _

25X1

25X1

-« ® increased their strength after the war

kthe tot troop strength had

decreased since World War II.

4n World War II, NKVD (now MVD) troops were used %o
protect the rear of the Soviet armies,as breakthrough units 25X1
to penetrate German lines, to interrogate and indoctrinate 25X1
PW's, and strongly to guard all armament factories against
-sabotage. This was done in addition to regular duties. These 25X1
functions became unnecessary after World War I, so
\ | the overall strength of MVD troops was less 25X1
in 1953 than during World War II. HowTver. some directorates

25X1

25X1

25X1

Border. Guard Troops strength increased 25X1

. because:

(1) The overall length of the border wag increased by the
-acquisition of new territories (Baltic States and
o Poland in 1939-40, East Prussia and parts of the
Balkans in 1945). ,

. (2) "The lenﬁph of border territory to be rded by an
"otryad" ("detachment"”) was cut from 800-1000 km.
to 300-600 km, in the postwar perlod.

“Operational Troops, also called Troops for Special
Commitment (OSNAZ - Operativnyye Voyska Osobogo Naz- -
nacheniya), did not exist before World War II. They
were rirst activated in 1944 under the NKGB and were Just
being built up after the war.

25X1
25X1

they were built up .25x1
“to their present strength in the postwar period.

‘ . 25X1
the Interior, Railway, and Convoy Troops decreased in :
.streggth after World War II. - ‘

| the strength of Guard Troops for 25X1

Special ObJjects did not change.

25X1
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‘ 25X1
'only MVD troops who c¢ould be easily
Identified were the Border Guard Troops, who could Le recog-
the shoulder boards and caps
It was lmpossibie to distinguish 25X1
among the other MVD troops by shoulder boards, caps, or any
other means. an officer with 15 years of 25X1
- service In the s an 5 could not tell an officer or
EM of Convoy Troops,; for example, from an officer or EM of
Interior Troops, Operational Troops, Railway Troops, or Guard
Troops for Special Objects.
25X1
Stationing of MVD troops followed a definite pattern. It was 25X1
based on availability for commitment to critical areas rather
- than on geographic areas or military districts.
Railway Troops were stationed near important railroad bridges,
tunnels, stations, depots, Junctions and marshalling yards,
and on trains. Guard Troops for Special ObJects wers statloned
near Jalls, forced labor camps, sites of experimentai labora-
torles, atomic plants, and armament factories. 25X1
\ 25X1
| Interior 25X1
Troops were stationed on the rrontlers ol newly acquired
western territories. Convoy Troops were almost continucusly 25X1
on the move, Fakinggamnga;ggﬁwto Siberia or other far eastern
territories. in 1945-1951 | |
officers loften spent two to four months on a round 25X1
trip deporting Lithuanians to Siberia and/or Vladivostok. e
25X1
never saw or heard of MVD troops with black-bordered 25X1
red shoulder boards.
25X1
25X1
no administrative changes in the spring of
1951 which might be related to a change of shoulder board
colors for MVD troopas in the Soviet Zone of Germany. 25X1
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Besldes the MVD Rallway Troops engaged in guarding rallroad 25X1

Tnstallations, the Soviet Army had a Komendatura at each

major railroad station. Such a Komendatura had two to three 25X1
officers and several EM. Their job was

|to control troop movements and ship- 25X1
ménts of weapons and military equipment, and to issue cer-
tificates for tickets to officers travelling on orders. Such
officers were given certificates for tickets in the following

manner: ¢

K

Lieutenant Colonel and abo#ei— "soft" seats in First €lass

Major - "hard" seats in four-man coupees in car #7, a car
attached to most Soviet trains and reserved for
officers .

Captain and below' - "hard" seats in car #7

These army Komendatura troops had no connection or liaison
with the MVD Railway Troops, nor did the MVD control Soviet
army troop or equipment moves. Ex1

\ |1f an EM was observed with black shoulder
boards with magenta piping and with sworde and spurs, either

the EM was wearing unauthorized shoulder boards or the descrilption
was wrong.

-

Usually, only cavalry EM were issued spurs and swords, but

such EM had blue shoulder boards with black pPiping and crossed
_ Babers in a horseshoe insignia on the shoulder boards. Border

Guard Troops EM who patrolled the border on horseback were also

issued spurs and swords, but their shoulder boards were green

with red-piping.

All officers of..Soviet Army combat arms (artillery, infantry,
armor, cavalry, engineer and:signal) and all MVD Border Guard
Troops officers were issued spurs and swords. Such officers

were supposed to swear “spurs and swords whenever mounted or on
OD duty, but they rarely did so.
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